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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-economic attributes of
farmer growing Kai Noi rice; 2) a level of knowledge, attitude and practice in Kai Noi
rice production of the farmers; 3) factors effecting knowledge, attitude and practice in
Kai Noi rice production of the farmers; and ) problems encountered and suggestions
of the farmers; and 5) develop a model of Kai Noi rice production under folk culture.
The sample group consisted of 313 farmers growing Kai Noi rice in Xieng Khouang
province, Laos P.D.R. A set of questionnaires was used for data collection and

analyzed by using descriptive statistics and Multiple regression.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were female,
47.42 years old on average, Married (90.7%) and \ower secondary school graduates.
Most of the respondents were in Phuan ethnic eroup (77.3%) and they were
Buddhists (97.47%). They had 5.9 household members and 3.23 of of them were
household workforce. They had a household holding area for 10.580 rai each on
average. They had 102,590 baht of an annual income : agricultural sector = 48,060
and non-agricultural sector = 54,550 baht on average. Most of the respondents
(96.50%) had their own capital for the investment and had no debt (96.50%). The
respondents had 15.73 years of experience in Kai Noi rice growing on average. Most

of them (91.40%) did not have any social position. Most of the respondents had
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never contacted with the agricultural officer but they perceived agricultural
information 19.22 times per year. They attended a training or joined an educational
trip 1.2 time per year on average. |t was found that the respondents had a high level

of knowledge about Kai Noi rice production.

Regarding factors having relationships with a level of knowledge about Kai
Noi rice production of the farmers, it was found that all 16 independent variables
had influence on descriptive variance per dependent variable. That was, the farmers
level of knowledge on Kai Noi rice cultivation was 49.30% (R?=.493). When
considering the independent variables having relationships with Kai Noi rice
production of the farmers with a statistical significance level, 7 variables had
statistically significant relationships at 0.05: Marital status, educational attainment,
capital source, farming area, agricultural officer contact, training/educational trip, and
ritual ceremony joining of the farmers. All 17 dependent variables had influence on
attitude towards Kai Noi rice production (47.0% or R2=0.476). The rest were
influences from other factors not determined in this study. Regarding independent
variables having an effect on the attitude with a statistical significance level at 0.01,
the following were found to be positive: sex, educational attainment, debt, total
household income, household members and knowledge about Kai Noi rice
production. There were all 18 independent variables having influence on practice of
Kai Noi rice production (40.30% or R?=433). The rest were influence from other
factors not determined in this study. The following independent variables had a
positive effect on the practice of Kai Noi rice production with a statistical significance
level: age, educational attainment, household income, household land holding area,
experience in Kai Noi rice production, channel of information perception,

participation in ritual ceremonies, and attitude towards Kai Noi rice production.

The following were problems encountered: lack of knowledge about
quality management of the rice yields; fluctuated price of Kai Noi rice; low amount of
yields per rai; lack of capital source for productions having no technology for

production; lack of Marketing information, little knowledge and experience in Kai Noi
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rice production; infertile soil; \ittle profit, lack of workforce, no support from
concerned sectors, high price of agricultural inputs; difficult care-taking; inadequate

water supply: natural calamities; disease epidemic/pests, respectively.

According to the focus group discussion, as a whole, there was a high level
of opinions about guidelines for producing Kai Noi rice (Mean range was 3.84-3.93;
5.D. range was .187-.463). This implied that this model could be truly adopted. It
confirmed to a study of Dum-on (2019) which reported that results of the model
assessment of all aspects were found at a high level based on opinions of experts
(Mean range was 3.70-4.10; 5.D. range was 0.31-0.56). The model of Kai Noi rice
production under folk culture comprised the following: 1) conservation of Kai Noi rice
production; 2) sustainable techniques of Kai Noi rice production; and 3) Marketing
access channels. Components of moving forward of Kai Noi rice production under
folk culture included: 1) government agencies (Agriculture and Forestry, Industry and

Commerce), 2) leader members, and 3) farmers.

Keywords : DEVELOPMENT, Kai Noi rice production, LAO
PEOPLE'SDEMOCRATICREPUBLIC
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